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Dated: 09.01.2024

Invitation for Indo Canadian Bi-National Agri Workshop'2024

Greetings,
I

Agriculture cooperation remains at the Centre of Indo-Canada bilateral

relations. During 2022-23, India imported US $710 million worth of agricultural

products and Canada approved market access for Indian baby corn and banana.

India has become one of the major sources of foreign students studying in Canada.

At this juncture, I wish to bring to your kind notice that Tamil Nadu

Agricultural University and Shastri Indo-Canadian Chair Institute (SICI) jointly

organizes the "Indo Canadian Bi-National Agri Workshop' 2024" during 22-23

February, 2024 at Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore. The SICI is a

binational organization fostering education and culturai collaboration between India

and Canada. Major themes of the Workshop are Precision Agriculture, Food
t'

Processing, Value addition and Waste management. Leading researchers from both

the sides will be participating in this workshop to deliberate on the above topics

leading to joint research and technology transfer.

In this regard, as the Chair of Indian side of the Shastri Indo-Canadian

Institute Bi-National Agri - Cluster and Vice-Chancellor of Tamil Nadu Agricultural

University, I cordially invite you to participate in the workshop to be held at Tamll

Nadu Agricultural university, coimbatore from 22-23, February 2024.
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forward to see you at Coimbatore.
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1fol Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute's

IB0UT SHASTRI lN00-0ANA0|AN INSTITUTE tslcl)

The Shastri lndo-Canadian lnstitute (SlCl) is a unique bi-nationat organization, mandated by governments of

lndia and Canada to promote, facititate, and nurture academic linkages, cottaborations & exchanges, research
i^ Nl^.., n^lhi laelia rnr{partnerships, and networks on bi-nationaI corridors. With its physicaI presence in New Dethi, lndia and

Catgary, Canada, and a strong base of 150 lndian and 40 Canadian member institutions, for past 55 years, SlCl is

the onty organization in the Canada-lndia higher education corridor that is instrumentat in buitding and

strengthening intettectuat and cutturaI retationship through research and diatogue, Funded by the Ministry of

Education, Government of lndia, it supports diverse disciplines inctuding SociaI Sciences, Humanities, Science

& Technotogy, Biotechnotogy, Agricutture, Arts, Literature, Cutture, Law, Business, Economic Reform, etc. and

covers att tevets of higher education from undergraduate to postdoc and from facutty to cottaborative research.

ABoUT TAM| L NAIIU AG RICU LTU RAL UNIVERSI IY []lAUl
Tamit Nadu AgricutturaI University (TNAU) estabtished in 1971. TNAU assumed futI responsibitities of

Agricutturat Education and Research and supported the State AgricutturaI Department by detivering research

products. Apart from academic institutes, the University has research programs at more than 40 stations, and

15 KVKs spread over in Tamit Nadu for effective technotogy transfer.

AB()UT BI-NATI(lNAL AGRI.CLUSTER

Agricutture cooperation is front and centre of lndia-Canada bitaterat retations and to achieve goals that are of

strategic importance for both countries. With a vibrant trading retationship in agricutture and agri-food

research and devetopment partnerships are capabte of catering to the contextuaI needs of lndia and Canada's

agricutture sector teading to product devetopment, innovation and sotution creation. As farmers and ruraI

areas face the dramatic effects of ctimate change gtobatty,lndia and Canada are gearing to pursue initiatives on

agricutture and ctimate to make agricutturaI communities more resitient and wett-informed. A major focus of

this bitateraI cooperation is to hetp each other.

Launched in March 2022,|he opening ctuster of Shastri Thematic Research Cluster Programme was in the

domain of Agricutture. lt garnered an excetlent tevet of interest from lndian and Canadian researchers. Under

the banner of this initiative, the lnstitute formed Shastri Mapping and Matching Bi-nationaI lnterest Workshops

as the prime instrument to initiate ctusters'operations and hosted ontine workshops in the six (6) thematic

ctusters. These workshops have received tremendous backing and participation from 50-ptus

institutions/organizations from lndia and Canada atong with other major stakehotders. Chairs and Co-chairs

from the Canadian and lndian ends were appointed to navigate the agenda of the Agri-ctuster.The current chair

and co-chair are-

Canada Chair: Prof. Chartotte Yates President & Vice-Chance[t0r, University of 0uetph

lndia Chair: Prof. V. Geethalakshmi, Vice Chance[tor,TamilNadu AgricutturalUniversity

SICI ANO TNAU CtIMING T(IGETHER

As per the mandate of the Agri-ctuster, SlCl witt hotd activities i.e. workshops, roundtabtes, and conferences

annuatty in cottaboration with the member institutions/universities and institutions of nationaI importance in

the fietd of agricutture. During the tast visit of Dr. V. Geetha Lakshmi to Canada, both the chairs decided to host

two major bi-nationat events at their respective ptaces in cotlaboration with SlCl. This Workshop is the f irst in

this series in cottaboration with SlCl and TNAU.
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This Bi-nationat Agri-ctuster workshop 2024 witt further strengthen academic ties between Canadian and

lndian agri-scientists, and provide a ptatform to share knowtedge with the other stakehotders of the ctuster,

thus enriching their experiences, increasing their understanding, devetoping partnerships, and creating a

ptatform to devetop the robust roadmap and cottaboration for agri-education and skit[ devetopment between

lndian and Canadian institutions of slcl. This knowtedge witt hetp to buitd a strong network of stakehotders

between the two countries and benefit both nations. lt witt atso hetp to promote scientific cottaboration

between the two countries, teading to the devetopment of new technoLogies and practices that can hetp to

sotve gtobat agricutturat chattenges.

(lBJECTIIJES tlF TllE W(}RKSlltlP

1. To bring the research of both countries under one umbretta to exptore partnership on topics of mutual

interest
2. Transfer of technotogY

3. Devetop a robust roadmap for agri-education, skitt devetopment, and industry

engagement

TllEMES

1. PrecisionAgricutture
2. Food Processing and Vatue Addition

3. Waste Management

4. Soi[ and Ptant Heatth

5. Technotogy Devetopment and Transfer

6. Agri-Education&Skitt Devetopment

7. lndustrY Linkages

PATR(lNS

Prof.v.Geethalakshmi, Vice chancettor, TamiI Nadu AgricutturaI University, lndia

Prof. Pavneesh Madan, Preside nt, sha st ri I ndo- ca nadia n I n stitute

CtlNVENER

0r.Prachil(aul, Director, shastri lndo-canadian lnstitute, New Dethi, lndia

AIIUIS(IRY C(lMMITTEE
prof.Deepsaini, Founding chair of Slcl Agri-ctuster from Canada, President and Vice-chancetlor, McGitt

University, Canada

prof. S. Rajendra prasad, Founding Co-Chair of SlCl Agri ctuster, and former Vice-Chancetlor, University of

Agricutturat Sciences Bangatore, lndia

0r.NatarajalkrabaN, Co-Coordinator, SlCl Agri Ctuster, and Professor, Department of Crop Physiotogy,

University of Agricuttural Sciences, Bangalore (UASB), lndia

0r.,Sven Anders, SlCl Agricutture Ctuster Chair, Canada, Professor, Department of Resource Economics and

Environmentat Sociotogy, University of Atberta, Canada

prof. pG Chengappa, SlCl Agricutture Ctuster Chair, lndia, Ex-Vice Chancettor, University of Agricuttural sciences

Bangatore,lndia

Dr. Ahmad At.Ma[ahi, slcl Agricutture ctuster chair, canada, lndustry Research chair and Assistant Professor,

Department of Engineering AgricutturatCampus, Dathousie University, Canada
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Asricutture cruster chair, lndia, Principat scientist, Division or Asricurturar physics,

I i ltl.u',Shankar(shaanker), 
SlClAgricutture Ctuster Chair, lndia, Professor,lndian lnstitute of TechnotogyJammu,' I lndiaI

/ l:.*"'n0." 
N-chibbar, slcl Agricutture ctuster chair, canada, professor, Department of ptant sciences,

University of Saskatchewan, Canada

Dr'NachiketKotwaliwale, SlClAgriculture Ctuster Chair, lndia, ICAR - Centrat lnstitute of post-Harvest Engineering
and Technotogy (CIPHET), lndia

0r' Gale 8ozzo, SlCl Agricutture Ctuster Chair, Canada Associate Professor, Associate Chair, ptant Agricutture,
University of Guetph, Canada

Dr R N Srinivas Gowda, SlCl Agricutture Ctuster Chair, lndia, Ex-Vice-Chancettor, Karnataka Veterinary, AnimaI
and Fisheries Sciences University (KVAFSU), lndia

Dr R Thamizh Yendan, Registrar, Tamit Nadu Agricultural university, lndia

Dr M Raveendran, Director of Research, TamiI Nadu AgricutturaI University, lndia

0t S Pazhanlvelan, Director (CW&GS), Tamit Nadu AgricutturaI University, lndia

0r A Raviraj, Dean (Agrt. Engineering), Tamit Nadu Agricuttural University, lndia

0r. P Batasubramanlam, Director (NRM), Tamit Nadu AgricutturaI University, lndia

0r. il senthil, Dean (sPGS), Tamit Nadu Agricutturat University, lndia

c0-0Rutt'tAT0R
0r. Balakrishnan Prithivirai, Associate Vice President, (GtobaI Retations), Associate professor/ptant Stress
Physiotogy Research Chair, Dathousie University, Canada

0r'lLM.Seltamuthu, Professor, Centre for Students Wetfare, Tamit Nadu Agricuttural University, lndia
IIROAI{I$}ICI SECR ETARY

0r.il.Maragatham, Dean (CSW), Tamit Nadu Agricutturat University, Coimbatore, TamiI Nadu, lndia

0r. Reshma, Programme Off icer, Shastri lndo-Canadian lnstitute, New Dethi, lndia

ELIOIBILITY

Candidates must be affitiated with any lndian / Canadian lnstitution / University / 0rganisation

HtltjtlTtl PARTICIPATE

lnterested members are invited to send compteted proforma (in the sting) at siciappticationsOsici.org.in by the deadtine
January26,2024.

C(}NTACT F(lR OETAILS

@
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lndia 0ff iceshastri lndo-Canadian lnstitute Centre for Students Wetfare

Ilr. Reshma

Programme Officer

5 Bhai Vir Singh Marg

New Dethi, lndia - 110 001

reshma@sici.org.in

+91 88823 15503

0r. N. Maragatham, Ph.0.,

Dean

Tamit Nadu AgricutturaI University
Coimbatore, Tami[ Nadu, lndia - 641 003

lQ deansw@tnau.ac.in

@ -r'' 98e41 06349
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PROFORMA F{lR EXPRESSI(IN OF INTEREST

Name:

lnstitution / University / 0rganisation:

FutI address:

E-mail:

Contact Number:

Are you associated with a SlCl member institutions?

Yes/No

lf not, please indicate your current university/nstitution of affitiation..

Tick the checkbox to choose your area of lnterest to co[taborate with the
canadian / lndian lnstitute. you can opt for more than one theme, if required.

1. Precision Agricutture

2. Food Processing and Vatue Addition

3. Waste Management

4. Soit and Ptant Heatth

5. Technotogy Devetopment and Transfer

6. Agri - Education and Skitt Devetopment

7. lndustry Linkages

F

Are you already in any cottaboration in simitar areas with lndian / Canadian institutions?

(Re g istratio n Lin k: https:l/fo rms.g te/cj?wWBh E Dq i Em z Rq7)

lf yes, please provide details....


